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Gentlemen of the Kentucky Bar: 

It is a beautiful custom which the lawyers of Kentucky 
have followed for many years, to have these annual meetings 
and to celebrate with joy and festivity the day which reunites 
them, in hand and heart and felicitates them in the cares and 
toils of another year. 

The lawyers of Frankfort have delegated to me the pleas¬ 
ant duty of telling you how delighted we are to have you as our 
guests on this occasion. 

We are unable to express to you our pleasure or the high 
appreciation of the honor you have conferred upon us by your 
presence here. Kentucky has always been famous for the abil¬ 
ity and learning of her lawyers; many of her distinguished 
sons have added luster to their state and to themselves by their 
patriotic and eminent service; many of them have been promin¬ 
ent in the councils of the state and nation; some of them have 
upheld the reputation of their state in foreign fields* and 
whether at home or abroad, whether on tented field or in coun¬ 
cil chamber, wherever duty or inclination has led them, the 
lawyers of Kentucky have forged to the front and they have 
become the leaders in the thought and in every good work and 
cause which has tended to improve the condition of men. 

In order for you to more fully appreciate our position, and 
to give to you a more definite idea of our opinion of the lawyers 
of Kentucky, we will ask you to review with us a short historical 
sketch of our Commonwealth. 

It is with some pride that we remind you of the fact that 
even before Kentucky became a state, and while we were yet a 
part of Virginia, our fathers, the pioneers of this new country, 
oegan to make a history which has never been equaled in all the 
annals of time. When England, by unjust taxation and op¬ 
pressive laws, was trying to enslave the American colonies and 
iiad invaded our domain with fire and sword, when her conquer¬ 
ing army had almost succeeded in its conquest; in the darkest 
hour of the revolution, when the strongest patriotic hearts were 
almost ready to fail by reason of the unequal contest, it was 
then that Gen. Isaac Shelby, with but few munitions of war but 
with the strong hearts and ready hands of his Kentucky Rifle¬ 
men, won the great victory of King's Mountain and thereby 
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renewed the hopes of the American patriots, and it gave new- 
life and energy to their cause. 

While the British Government was concentrating her 
armies and navies on the Atlantic coast, with the determination 
to re-establish her authority and to regain her control over her 
rebellious subjects, George Rogers Clark, that famous Ken¬ 
tuckian, with the smallest invading army of all history, crossed 
the Ohio River near Louisville, braved the dangers of an un¬ 
settled country, waded through swamps up to his arm pits, with¬ 
stood the rigors of a severe winter and by his superior general¬ 
ship captured Kaskaskia and Vincennes. By this unparalleled 
campaign General Clark pushed the Canadian line from the 
Ohio river back beyond the great lakes, and thereby added to 
the territory of the United States that section of the country out 
of which was formed the great states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin and a part of Minnesota. 

These campaigns of Shelby and Clark were the two great¬ 
est factors in establishing the independence of our Republic, 
and thereby our liberties were gained and our nationality pro¬ 
claimed to and acknowledged by all the nations of the earth. 

While the other states of the union were satisfied with what 
had been accomplished by the Revolution, Kentucky was not; 
there was another' question of vital importance to her, and 
that was, whether or not she should have the right to use the 
Mississippi river in the export of her surplus products. 

Kentucky demanded that the Mississippi river should be 
opened to her, peaceably if possible, but by force if necessary. 
Her demands became so vehement and determined that the 
powers of Europe, which were at war among themselves at that 
time, saw that it was necessary, in order to maintain peace with 
this new country, that something must be done, and as a result 
of these demands a treaty was entered into by which the Missis¬ 
sippi river was opened and a vast territory was ceded to the Na¬ 
tional Government, out of which thirteen other states were 
formed and ultimately admitted into the Union. 

A second war with England emphasized the fighting quali¬ 
ties of the Kentuckians. They were as ready to fight in the 
northwest, at the River Thames, under the leadership of John- 
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son, as they were at New Orleans, under the leadership of Adair, 
and they were as ready to fight on the great lakes, under 
Perry, as they were on land; whether they were in the North or 
South, on land or sea, they were ever ready to uphold the repu¬ 
tation which they had made in the Revolution and in the 
numerous conflicts with the Indians* 

The Kentuckians became conspicuous again in 1846-8, 
when Texas declared her independence of Mexico. Kentucky 
was the only state in the union that had as much as a regiment 
of men at San Jacinto, the battle which established the inde¬ 
pendence of the young republic. When the president of the 
new Republic selected his cabinet, Albert Sidney Johnston, a 
noted Kentucky general, became his secretary of war. 

The controversy between Texas and Mexico involved the 
United States, and as a result the Mexican government de¬ 
clared war, a history of which is carved in the marble and 
granite which mark the last resting places of McKee, Clay, 
Willis, Vaughn, Barber, and a host of other Kentuckians who 
sleep 

"On fame’s eternal camping ground 
Their silent, tents are spread, 

And glory guards the solemn round 
The bivouac of the dead.” 

In this war, three Kentuckians, Major Gen. Zachary 
Taylor, of the regular army; Major General William 0. Butler, 
of the volunteers, and Brigadier General Thomas Marshall, 
were the three chief officers of the invading army. The result 
of the war added to the territory of the United States California 
and a half dozen other great states of the West, extending our 
territory from the Mississippi to the Pacific Ocean. 

From this short, superficial review of our international 
wars it is evident that Kentucky has been the chief factor in 
every war in which our Republic has been engaged. To Ken¬ 
tucky fell the honor of furnishing the most conspicuous indi¬ 
vidual instance of heroism of the world war. Gen. Pershing 
named Willie Sandlin, of Breathitt county, as the one who had 
thus distinguished himself. 
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The Kentuckian has always been independent and proud.; 
independent in the knowledge of his rights, and proud in the 
consciousness of Ins ability and courage to defend them. Our 
fathers, in the defense of their liberties; in the defense of their 
honor and their homes, poured out their blood like a gushing 
torrent at the Blue Licks, The River Raisin, Buena A /T ista, and 
every place where valiant men w T ere needed. 

While her victories and achievements in war have added a 
great deal to the wealth and to the honor and glory of the nation, 
her victories in times of peace have been of no less renown. 
Time will not permit us to name the Kentuckians who have 
been leaders in the councils of the nation; the Clays, Crit¬ 
tendens, Johnsons, Brcckenridges, Lincoln, and more than a 
hundred other men could be named who have taken prominent 
part in moulding the plans and policies of the nation, but tented 
fields and council chambers have not been the only spheres in 
which Kentuckians have become the leaders of men. Her 
brain and brawn have made her the leader in every avenue 
and in every way. 

While we cannot claim to have discovered the power of 
steam, we can justly boast that one of her sons, Robert Fitch, 
was the first to make practical use of that power and to harness 
it in such a way as to make it move the commerce of the world. 
We cannot claim to have discovered the use of electricity, but 
we can justly claim that a Frankfort man, James Francis 
Leonard, invented a code by which the electric current could be 
received by sound and thereby increased its practical use an 
hundred fold. 

Kentucky was the first state in the union to establish pub¬ 
lic schools and to tax all of her citizens for the benefit of all her 
children, with the idea that the only way to preserve our free 
institutions was to educate the men who did the voting. She 
was one of the first to build an asylum for her unfortunate in¬ 
sane, and was one of the first to undertake the reform of the 
criminal and to recognize the fact that an unfortunate man has 
some rights, even though lie was charged with crime. 

It was a Kentuckian who was the author of the laws abol¬ 
ishing imprisonment for debt in Kentucky and in the nation. 
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Kentucky was the first to agitate and demand the gradual 
emancipation of the slaves and to urge a reasonable compensa¬ 
tion for them, and if her demands had been complied with the 
great rebellion, which cost several times their value and many 
valuable lives, would not have been sacrificed. The great Com¬ 
moner plead with the North, with all the eloquence at his com¬ 
mand, for justice and fair dealings. 

James Audubon was the greatest ornithologist of the 
world. TIis illustrations have been admired by all lovers of art 
in every civilized country. 

Joel T. Hart made himself famous when he made the 
busts of Clay, Crittenden and Jackson, but his ideal productions, 
“Angelina” and “Triumph of Chastity,” made his name im¬ 
mortal. 

Mathew Jouett has produced the finest paintings which 
have ever been seen in the western world. 

Ephrim McDowell, Brashers and Rodman were the first 
great surgeons in their respective lines, who pointed out the way 
which many eminent men in all sections of. the world have 
been glad to follow. 

The most eminent church men on this continent, such as 
Alexander Campbell, who established the Christian Church; 
Robert J. Breckenridge, the most eloquent and learned preacher 
in the Presbyterian Church; Dr. John A. Broadus, the greatest 
scholar and eminent divine in the Baptist Church; Bishop 
Martin J. Spalding, the most eloquent and learned preacher in 
the Catholic Church ; and Bishop- Bascom, the most elo¬ 

quent preacher of his generation of the Methodist Church, were 
all Kentuckians. But the chief glory of Kentucky, the men 
who have been the most famous for their ability and statesman¬ 
ship, the men who have most distinguished their state at home 
aiid abroad, who have always been most prominent in the law- 
making powers of the nation, are the lawyers of Kentucky. 

The United States Senate is the greatest law-making body 
on earth. In 1913 Kentucky had eight of her sons in the 
United States Senate and fifteen of her sons were in the House 
of Represenatives. 

The position of Kentucky as a leader in the activities and 
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thoughts of the nation is due to the fact that her lawyers have 
been the recognized leaders in statesmanship, in business attans 
and especially in the government of both state and nation 

What other reason can be assigned? Why is it that ven- 
tuclcv has been the leader in the thought of the nation? W hy 
is it that one hundred and five of her sons have been governois 
of other states, and scores of her sons have represented other 
states in the United States Senate and House of Representatives. 
Why is it that every great question which lias agitated the 

nation, such as: 0 , 

State Rights, as given in the resolutions ot 1/J8 ( 

The free navigation of the Mississippi River? 

The impressment of American sailors by the British Navy . 
The relief from debt, caused by the mismanagement ot the 

Banks and the spirit of the times? 

The admission of Texas as a state in the union. 


The Missouri Compromise? 

The Slavery question in general? 

In fact why is it that every great question has had its storm 
center in Kentucky ? 

It might be suggested that her location has something to do 
with it. While Kentucky is known as a southern state, it is not 
half as far to the Canadian line as it is to the Gulf. And though 
she is known as a western state, it is only about one-fiftli the dis¬ 
tance to the Atlantic that it is to the Pacific. But other states 
have been located in the same general way without becoming 
the leaders of thought, and we therefore conclude that location 


is not the cause of her greatness. 

Mr. Shaler says in his History of Kentucky that the war 
records of the different states and of other countries show that 
the average Kentucky soldier is an inch taller than the soldier 
in any other state, and that he is an inch and a half taller than 
those of England, Ireland, Scotland, Germany or Canada, and 
that his head is from one-fourth of an inch to one inch and a 
fourth larger than those of other countries and that he wib 
weigh nine pounds more than the soldier from the seaboard 
states six pounds more than the British soldier, eight pounds 
more than the Canadian and nine pounds more than the Ger- 



man. But there is no law known to me by which a man’s 
ability is measured by his weight, height or the size of his head. 

Again, it might be suggested that since Kentucky’s alluvial 
soil, limestone water and blue grass have produced some of the 
best horses, sheep and other cattle, that they would naturally 
produce the best quality of men, but this theory, too, is exploded 
when we recognize the fact that the men from the mountains, 
from the pennyroyal and the Bear-grass have just as much 
ability as those who live in the blue-grass. 

By this method of elimination we have only one theory 
left. During the one hundred and thirty-four years of her 
existence, from the beginning of her statehood up to the present 
lime, Kentucky has been almost exclusively under the control 
and entirely under the leadership of the lawyers of the state. 

During a hundred years of that time lawyers have been the 
chief executive of the state. 

During her war period her governors were all soldiers, only 
two out of the first eight were lawyers. The first six governors 
were Revolutionary soldiers, and the next two were soldiers of 
1812, but each administration was marked by the fact that the 
very strongest lawyers of that day were secretaries of state. Such 
men as James Brown, John Rowan, Jessie Bledsoe, John Pope, 
Thomas B. Monroe, Martin D. Hardin, William T. Barry, 
George Roberson and John J. Crittenden. Four of them were 
afterwards in the United State’s Senate-, one was a judge of the 
United States Court and three of them were judges of the Ken¬ 
tucky Court of Appeals. 

During the next hundred years all of her governors were 
lawyers, except three. Governor Blackburn and Governor 
Buckner were soldiers following the civil war, and Governor 
Fields is the only man who was ever elected Governor who was 
neither soldier nor lawyer, and his administration is the second 
one in the history of the state where neither Governor nor Sec¬ 
retary of State is a lawyer. 

Out of the thirty-five Lieutenant Governors of the state 
thirty of them have been lawyers. Out of the forty-seven men 
who have been in the United States Senate from Kentucky, the 
most intelligent aggregation of men in the world, the best edu- 
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cated, the leaders of the thought of civilization, all of them were 
lawyers except two. Adair and Metcalf, neither of whom served 
longer than one year. Each of them filled out an unexpired 
term and neither of them was reelected. 

In the National Congress Kentucky has always been 
famous for the statesmanship and ability of her representatives, 
and they have at all times left the impress of their leadership 
upon the thought of the nation. Without an exception, the 
eminent representatives of Kentucky have been lawyers. 

Three of them, John Brown, John Pope and John Breck- 
enridge, were president pro tern, of the Senate. Two of them, 
John C. Breckenridge and Richard M. Johnson, were vice 
presidents of the United States. Four of them have been speak¬ 
ers of the House of Representatives, Henry Clay for fourteen 
years, John White for one term, Lenn Boyd for two terms, anct 
John G. Carlisle for three terms. 

The glory and success of these men were the glory and suc¬ 
cess of Kentucky. 

There have been several lawyers whose fame did not belong 
to Kentucky alone, but to the whole nation, and they were not 
only an honor to their native state but to the nation and to man¬ 
kind. 

Gentlemen, if my premises are correct, my conclusion 
must be correct ; and if correct, the lawyers of Kentucky are the 
salt of the earth, and therefore I am extremely proud of the 
honor of being able to say to you, 

“For God and home and native land 
We give you both our heart and hand.” 

If you, the lawyers of Kentucky, are the leaders in the 
thought, in the policies and plans of state and nation, then great 
responsibility rests upon you. You should not only observe the 
ethics of the profession, but you should see that the policies of 
both state and nation are of the best. You should be pure in 
your purpose and strong in your strife to make both state and 
national governments the very best on earth. 

Again I bid you welcome to our city. 
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